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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To notify Cabinet Member of the findings of an investigation into the flooding on June 
25th 2021, primarily across Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath, but also including 
parts of Monkspath and Hockley Heath, under Section 19 of the Flood and Water 
Management Act (FWMA) 2010. 

2.  Decision(s) recommended 

(a) To note the contents of the report attached at Appendix A and the findings of 
investigations at nine locations across the Borough.  

(b) To approve eight flood mitigation schemes, as set out in Table 1 of this report, 
and their delivery through the National Property Flood Resilience Framework. 

(c) To approve the use of up to £27,500 of the 2022/23 Flood Risk Management 
Budget and £79,000 of budget held in the Flood Risk Management reserve, as 
partnership funding, to unlock Flood Defence Grant in Aid and Local Levy 
funding, as set out in Table 2 of this report. 



 

 
 

3. Matters for Consideration 

3.1 On 25 June 2021 parts of Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath, in addition to parts of 
Monkspath and Hockley Heath, experienced a period of high intensity rainfall.  

3.2 209 properties were internally flooded, with a further 263 properties experiencing 
garage or external flooding. Highways England closed the M42 motorway between 
Junction 5 and the M40 and the main A3400 Stratford Road through Hockley Heath 
was impassable, along with key routes in and out of Knowle, Dorridge, Bentley Heath 
and Hockley Heath. The railway line through Dorridge was flooded, with Network Rail 
closing the level crossing at Bentley Heath until August due to water damage. 

3.3 As the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for Solihull, the Council’s Flood Risk 
Management Team has investigated the events of 25 June 2021 and produced a 
report (see Appendix A). 

3.4 In accordance with s19 of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010: 

(1) On becoming aware of a flood in its area, a Lead Local Flood Authority must, to 
the extent that it considers it necessary or appropriate, investigate –  

(a) Which risk management authorities have relevant flood risk management 
functions, and  

(b)  Whether each of those risk management authorities has exercised, or is 
proposing to exercise, those functions in response to the flood. 

(2) Where an authority carries out an investigation under subsection (1) it must –  

(a) Publish the results of its investigation, and 

(b) Notify any relevant risk management authorities 

3.5 For Solihull, such investigations are undertaken for flood events that are considered to 
have ‘Locally Significant Harmful Consequences’. Solihull Council’s Preliminary Flood 
Risk Assessment (PFRA) and Local Floor Risk Management Strategy (LFRMS) define 
such events as: 

 Internal flooding to 5 or more residential properties, or; 

 Flooding to 2 or more business properties, or; 

 Flooding to 1 or more items of critical infrastructure, or a transport link 
impassable for in excess of 10 hours 

3.6 Detailed investigations have been carried out at nine locations, with help from partners 
such as Severn Trent Water and Network Rail (see Appendix A). 

 



 

 
 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 As the LLFA, the Council has investigated the events of 25 June 2021 and produced a 
report in accordance with s19 of the FWMA 2010 (see Appendix A).  

4.2 In summary, the investigation determined that on 25 June 2021 a period of high 
intensity rainfall was experienced. Nine locations have been investigated in more 
detail to identify the causes and mechanisms of the flooding. Work has included 
condition surveys of watercourses, culverts, attenuation features, and surface water 
sewer and highway drainage systems.    

4.3 An action plan has been produced, (see Appendix A).  

4.4 As per the action plan, Officers have undertaken work to enable the potential delivery 
of flood mitigation schemes to help better protect properties that suffered internal 
flooding in June 2021. For any scheme to be delivered, FDGiA and/or local levy, 
funding needs to be secured. Once secured, a Business Case needs to be submitted 
to the Environment Agency for approval. 

4.5 Bids for Local Levy funding were submitted to the Trent Regional Flood and Coastal 
Committee in August 2021. Subject to receiving a formal decision from the 
Environment Agency on the award of FDGiA and/or local levy funding and the 
granting of technical approval, Officers will potentially be in a position to introduce 
measures to better protect 211 properties at various locations across the Dorridge and 
Hockley Heath and Knowle wards, as set out in Table 1.  

Ward Location No of Properties  

Dorridge and Hockley Heath Four Ashes Road Area 35 

Dorridge and Hockley Heath Willowbank Road Area 16 

Dorridge and Hockley Heath Blue Lake Road Area 45 

Dorridge and Hockley Heath Chadworth Avenue Area 15 

Dorridge and Hockley Heath Grange Road Area 38 

Knowle Longdon Road Area 10 

Dorridge and Hockley Heath Poplar Road Area 39 

Dorridge and Hockley Heath Stratford Road 13 

Total 211 

 

Table 1: List of Flood Mitigation Schemes  

4.6 In order to deliver the schemes set out in Table 1, Officers intend to use the National 
Property Flood Resilience Framework.  



 

 
 

4.7 In summary, a consultant will be appointed through the framework to undertake 
Property Flood Surveys. They will assess how water can enter the property and 
suggest ways to mitigate potential flooding. As well as methods to prevent water 
entering the property, the survey will include the investigation of measures to adapt 
the inside the property, to limit the damage that occurs when water enters.  

4.8 A contractor appointed through the framework will then provide design management, 
supervision and programme management. The contractor will also provide design and 
construction. 

4.9 On completion of the works the consultant will produce a Post Installation Flood Risk 
Report on their findings. They will also sign off the work by the installer who has 
carried out the measures.  

4.10 If funding bids for FDGiA and Local Levy are successful, Officers have requested the 
monies be made available for use in 2022/23. This would allow the necessary survey 
and design work to be completed by the end of March 2022, with installation taking 
place from April 2022.  

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 The action plan that has been produced is based on the findings of the investigation 
work that has been undertaken at the nine locations and focusses on five key areas: 

(a) Knowing when and where it will flood 

(b) Being rescued and cared for during an emergency 

(c) Reducing the risk of flooding and its impact 

(d) Better advice and helping people to protect their families and homes 

(e) Recovery 

5.2 It is intended that the action plan and progress on its items be used to update the 
Cabinet Member, as part of a wider service report that is delivered annually in April. 

 

  



 

 
 

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. UK Central (UKC) and maximising the 
opportunities of HS2. 

3. Increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable and social 
housing. 

 

None. 

Environment: 

4. Enhance Solihull’s natural environment. 
5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon emissions. 

 

 

None. 

People and Communities: 

7. Take action to improve life chances in 
our most disadvantaged communities. 

8. Enable communities to thrive. 
9. Sustainable, quality, affordable 

provision for adults & children with 
complex needs. 

 

Subject to the award of funding, it is 
proposed to introduce PLR measures to 
211 properties that are currently at risk of 
flooding, all of which suffered in June 2021. 

6.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.2.1 None. 

6.3 Financial implications: 

6.3.1 The Council revenue budget for the Flood Risk Management Team is £237,000 for 
2021/22 which funds the day to day running of the team and the undertaking of its 
statutory duties.  

6.3.2 Funding for studies and schemes (projects) is available via the submission of bids for 
Flood Defence Grant in Aid (FDGiA) funding. Schemes need to be buildable, 
environmentally acceptable and cost beneficial. They also clearly need to reduce the 
risk of flooding to homes, with the amount of funding being dependent on the number 
of properties moved from a higher level of risk to a lower level of risk and the 
environmental benefits of the project.  

 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Ourvisionandpriorities/Council_plan.pdf


 

 
 

6.3.3 Where FDGiA does not cover the whole cost of the project then a bid for Local Levy 
funding can be submitted. Local Levy funding is a form of income raised by Regional 
Flood and Coastal Committees which is used for flood risk management projects that 
are not considered to be national priorities and which do not attract full funding 
through FDGiA.  

6.3.4 However, Local Levy funding is limited and in order to be successful any proposal 
needs to demonstrate how it would meet certain ‘Trent Outcome Measures’ that are 
required by the Trent Regional Flood and Coastal Committee. With such funding there 
is also an expectation that partnership funding be made available to contribute to the 
proposed schemes.  

6.3.5 Bids for Local Levy funding were submitted to the Trent Regional Flood and Coastal 
Committee in August 2021 and the relevant Short Form Business Cases have been 
drafted for technical approval by the Environment Agency. Subject to receiving a 
formal decision from the Environment Agency on the award of FDGiA funding, Officers 
will potentially be in a position to introduce measures to better protect 211 properties 
at various locations across the Dorridge and Hockley Heath and Knowle wards.  

6.3.6 Table 2 details the expected cost and the funding breakdown associated with each 
scheme.  

Location Expected 
Cost 

FDGiA 
Available 

Local Levy 
Available 

SMBC 
Partnership 
Contribution 

Four Ashes Road Area £367,500 £15,000 £335,000 £17,500 

Willowbank Road Area £168,000 £0 £160,000 £8,000 

Blue Lake Area £472,500 £82,500 £367,500 £22,500 

Chadworth Avenue Area £157,500 £0 £150,000 £7,500 

Grange Road Area £399,000 £157,500 £222,500 £19,000 

Longdon Road Area £105,000 £22,500 £77,500 £5,000 

Poplar Road Area £409,500 £15,000 £375,000 £19,500 

Stratford Road £105,500 £23,000 £75,000 £7,500 

Total £2,184,500 £315,500 £1,762,500 £106,500 

Table 2: Expected cost and funding breakdown associated with each scheme.  

6.3.7 As set out in Table 2, partnership contributions from the Council totalling £106,500 are 
required in order to access £315,500 of FDGiA funding and £1,762,500 of Local Levy 
funding. Officers have identified that £27,500 of the Council’s partnership contributions 
can be funded from the 2022/23 Flood Risk Management budget, with the remaining 
£79,000 being funded from the remaining uncommitted Flood Risk Management 
reserve, which was set up for this purpose in 2016. 

 



 

 
 

6.4 Legal implications: 

6.4.1 On becoming aware of a flood, Section 19 of the Flood and Water Management Act 
2010 places a duty on Local Authorities to investigate to the extent that it considers 
necessary or appropriate and to publish the findings of its investigation. 

6.5 Risk implications: 

6.5.1 None. 

6.6 Equality implications: 

6.6.1 No implications have been identified as a result of the statutory public sector equality 
duty to have 'due regard' under the Equality Act 2010. 

7. List of appendices referred to 

7.1 Appendix A – Flood Investigation Report – Knowle, Dorridge, Bentley Heath, 
Monkspath and Hockley Heath, 25th June 2021 

8.  Background papers used to compile this report 

8.1 None.      

9. List of other relevant documents 

9.1 None. 


